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of superiority to the average American trial. At the same time, 
however, there is a noticeable want of fairness in certain respects. 
Let us hope that the defects in American criminal trial procedure 
may be remedied without catching the diseases of English practice. 
From the matter dehors the record given in the introduction, 
it is apparent that England, as well as the United States, is suf- 
fering from what an English judge termed "the substitution of trial 
by newspaper for trial by jury." The editor remarks, "Dr. 
Crippen and, to a lesser extent, John Dickman were both con- 
victed before they were placed in the dock." 

A. M. K. 



The People's Law. By William Jennings Bryan. Funk & 
Wagnalls Co., 354-360 4th Ave., New York. 1914. pp. 64. $.30. 

This is an address by Mr. Bryan delivered before the Consti- 
tutional Convention at Columbus, Ohio. The wisdom of the 
people of California in rejecting a call for a constitutional con- 
vention is apparent on reading this address. The advice there 
given is to include the initiative on the petition of a small number 
of voters, the referendum, the recall of all officers including 
judges, popular election of judges, amendment of the constitution 
by majority vote, and public service regulation. We have them 
all in California. It is gratifying to local pride to learn that we 
are living under a model constitution. When the other sugges- 
tions in the speech, such as the guarantee of bank deposits, are 
incorporated, how does such a constitution differ from other 
written law? 

It would be interesting to have Mr. Bryan's opinion of direct 
legislation in California where at the last election the people voted 
on forty-eight propositions, including such technical, complex and 
lengthy matters as a complete water code and a Torrens Act. 
Nothing, however, could disturb the serene faith of Mr. Bryan in 
the power of a majority vote to settle right all disputed questions 
in philosophy, law, and science. What a surprise there will be 
to some if the people should decide that, after all, there are other 
ways of ascertaining truth than by counting heads. The absurdity 
of voting in ignorance on subjects which can be understood only 
after months of expert study, is already provoking discontent. 
Let us hope the reaction will not lead to the entire withdrawal of 
the people from political turmoil and agitation as pictured in 
Kipling's tale of 2150 A. D., "As Easy as A B C". 

A. M. K. 

The Anti-Trust Act and the Supreme Court. By William 
Howard Taft. Harper and Brothers, Franklin Square, N. Y. 
1914. pp. 133. $1.25 net. 

The time is ripe for gathering together the recent decisions 
under the Sherman-Anti-Trust Act and no one is better qualified 
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to perform this duty than Ex-President Taft. As the author of 
the opinion of the Circuit Court of Appeals in the celebrated 
Addyston Pipe Company Case, subsequently affirmed by a unan- 
imous Supreme Court, and for years identified closely with the 
administration of the act, he speaks with clear authority. In this 
monograph he has given us, in brief compass, an appreciative 
commentary upon the law, with special reference to its more recent 
development. 

The first two chapters serve as an effective introduction to 
Chapter three, which is devoted to the Knight decision and its 
demoralizing effect upon the subsequent conception and administra- 
tion of the law. Mr. Taft's frank and incisive criticism of this 
case, his true appreciation of the court's warped perspective, 
make the treatment peculiarly informative. In this day it seems 
singular in the extreme that the court in the Knight case could 
not perceive that the monopolization of the production of sugar 
carried with it a monopolization of its interstate transportation. 
"The man in the street knew that the acts set forth in the bill 
were part of a plan to monopolize interstate trade in sugar. Why 
should the court have refused to see it?" Due note is made of the 
interesting fact that Mr. Justice Harlan's dissent in the Knight 
case represents the law to-day. 

Following a review of intermediate decisions, the Standard 
Oil and Tobacco Cases properly claim attention at some 
length. This chapter, in conjunction with those following, has 
been prepared as an avowed apologia for the current construction 
of the statute — the "rule of reason", which has been the subject 
of much misapprehension. It is truly pointed out that the pro- 
nouncement of the rule of reason has not devitalized the statute 
nor in fact narrowed its scope, neither has it given encouragement 
to those who would set the law at naught. As evidence that the 
efficiency of the statute is unimpaired, ten cases immediately 
following the Standard Oil and Tobacco Decisions are reviewed 
and the conclusion is reached that the law has effectively been 
applied to all manner of combination and conspiracy in restraint 
of trade. The decisions justify the claim that the law has proved 
an apt remedy for all trust evils, irrespective of the form in which 
they may be masked. 

Mr. Taft has the rare gift of exact and concise statement, and 
in this treatise his talent has been employed to great advantage. 
Popular and yet professional in treatment, his discussion of the 
law will appeal alike to the layman and the lawyer. It would be 
difficult to challenge Mr. Taft's conclusion that the Sherman Act, 
by the very fact of "its general and widely inclusive range, which 
embraces every form of scheme to suppress competition and con- 
trol prices and effect monopolies" is entirely adequate for current 
needs. 

A. P. M. 



